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Pre-Service Music & Ringing of the Bells 
 
Welcome 
 
Opening Hymn          “O Morning Star, How Fair And Bright” 

#395 vs 1,2,4 
O Morning Star, how fair and bright! 

You shine with God’s own truth and light, 

A glow with grace and mercy! 

Of Jacob’s race, King David’s Son, 

Our Lord and Master, You have won 

Our hearts to serve You only! 

Lowly, holy!  Great and glorious, 

All victorious, Rich in blessing! 

Rule and might o’er all possessing! 

 

Come, heav’nly Bridegroom, Light divine, 

And deep within our hearts now shine; 

There light a flame undying! 

In Your one body let us be 

As living branches of a tree, 

Your life our lives supplying. 

Now, though daily Earth’s deep sadness 

May perplex us And distress us, 

Yet with heav’nly joy You bless us. 

 



 

 

Almighty Father, in Your Son 

You loved us when not yet begun 

Was this old earth’s foundation! 

Your Son has ransomed us in love 

To live in Him here and above: 

This is Your great salvation. 

Alleluia!  Christ the living, 

To us giving Life forever, 

Keeps us Yours and fails us never! 
Lutheran Service Book #395 

 
 
 
 
Invocation, Confession, Absolution 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name.  Amen. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



 

 

Kyrie 
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Hymn of Praise            “Gloria In Excelsis”  

To God on high be glory 

And peace to all the earth; 

Goodwill from God in heaven 

Proclaimed at Jesus' birth! 

We praise and bless You, Father; 

Your holy name we sing— 

Our thanks for Your great glory, 

Lord God, our heav'nly King. 

 

To You, O sole-begotten, 

The Father's Son, we pray; 

O Lamb of God, our Savior, 

You take our sins away. 

Have mercy on us, Jesus; 

Receive our heartfelt cry, 

Where You in pow'r are seated 

At God's right hand on high— 

 

For You alone are holy, 

You only are the Lord. 

Forever and forever, 

Be worshiped and adored; 

You with the Holy Spirit 

Alone are Lord Most High, 

In God the Father's glory. 

"Amen!" our glad reply. 
LSB page 204 - DV Setting 4 



 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will; therefore 

grant to Your people that they may love what You command and desire 

what You promise, that among the manifold changes of this age our 

hearts may ever be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our LORD, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

C:   Amen 

 
 
CHOIR ANTHEMS                                       “I am Not My Own” 

“I Believe” 

 
 
FIRST READING                                                                 Acts 8:26-40 

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert 

road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So he started out, and on 

his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all 

the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to 

Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was sitting in his chariot 

reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that 

chariot and stay near it.” Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the 

man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are 

reading?” Philip asked. “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it 

to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. The eunuch was 

reading this passage of Scripture: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 

and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. In 

his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his 

descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.” The eunuch asked 

Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or 

someone else?” Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and 

told him the good news about Jesus. As they traveled along the road, they 

came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why 

shouldn’t I be baptized?” And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then 

both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized 

him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly 

took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his 



 

 

way rejoicing. Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, 

preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 

R: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
EPISTLE                                                                           1 John 4:1-11 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether 

they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the 

world. This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 

acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but 

every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the 

spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is 

already in the world. You, dear children, are from God and have overcome 

them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the 

world. They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of 

the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God, and whoever 

knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to 

us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.  

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone 

who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love 

does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his 

love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might 

live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us 

and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since 

God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  

R:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

(Congregation stands as music begins) 
 

Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?   

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                  John 15:1-8 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch 

in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes 

so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the 

word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No 

branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you 

bear fruit unless you remain in me. “I am the vine; you are the branches. 

If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from 

me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a 

branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, 

thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain 

in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my 

Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 

disciples. 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
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What We Believe                                               Easter Creed 

I believe as the Bible states that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary.  I believe that 

Christ died for my sins, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third 

day, and that He appeared to Mary Magdalene, and then to His disciples. 

After that, He appeared to more than five hundred at the same time. Then 

He appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  As the resurrected One, 

Christ Jesus is my living hope. He now reigns as my King and promises 

to come again to judge those who do not believe and to give resurrected 

eternal life to those who do.  This is the saving faith that lives in me. 



 

 

Kid’s Connection 
Children (3yrs–2nd grade) are invited to follow the Cross to attend 

our children’s church.  They will return following the sermon. 

 

 
 
Sermon Hymn         "Crown Him with Many Crowns"         #525 

 

Crown Him with many crowns, 

The Lamb upon His throne; 

Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns 

All music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 

Of Him who died for thee, 

And hail Him as thy matchless king 

Through all eternity. 

 

Crown Him the virgin’s Son, 

The God incarnate born, 

Whose arm those crimson trophies won 

Which now His brow adorn: 

Fruit of the mystic rose, 

Yet of that rose the stem, 

The root whence mercy ever flows, 

The babe of Bethlehem. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of love. 

Behold His hands and side, 

Rich wounds, yet visible above, 

In beauty glorified. 

No angels in the sky 

Can fully bear that sight, 

But downward bend their wond’ring eyes 

At mysteries so bright. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Crown Him the Lord of life, 

Who triumphed o’er the grave 

And rose victorious in the strife 

For those He came to save. 

His glories now we sing, 

Who died and rose on high, 

Who died eternal life to bring 

And lives that death may die. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, 

Enthroned in worlds above, 

Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n 

The wondrous name of Love. 

Crown Him with many crowns 

As thrones before Him fall; 

Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, 

For He is king of all. 
Lutheran Service Book 525 

    

Message             “Abide in Me” 

John 15:1-8 
        
 

 

New Member Installation                                   Trecia Oster 
 

Offerings 

 
Offering Hymn             “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens"                      

#589; St. 1,4 

Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens, 

Let Your Word to me come near; 

Newborn life and spirit give me, 

Let each promise still my fear. 

Death’s dread pow’r, its inward strife, 

Wars against Your Word of life; 

Fill me, Lord, with love’s strong fervor 

That I cling to You forever! 



 

 

As I pray, dear Jesus, hear me; 

Let Your words in me take root. 

May Your Spirit e’er be near me 

That I bear abundant fruit. 

May I daily sing Your praise, 

From my heart glad anthems raise, 

Till my highest praise is given 

In the endless joy of heaven. 
Lutheran Service Book 589 

 
The Offertory                “What Shall I Render” 

(Congregation stands as music begins) 
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Prayers & Lord’s Prayer 



 

 

Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn                   "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come" 

LSB #892; St. 2,3,4 

All the world is God’s own field, 

Fruit unto His praise to yield; 

Wheat and tares together sown, 

Unto joy or sorrow grown. 

First the blade and then the ear, 

Then the full corn shall appear. 

Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be. 

 

For the Lord, our God, shall come 

And shall take His harvest home, 

From His field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away, 

Give His angels charge at last 

In the fire the tares to cast, 

But the fruitful ears to store 

In His garner evermore. 

 

Even so, Lord, quickly come 

To Thy final harvest home; 

Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin, 

There, forever purified, 

In Thy garner to abide: 

Come with all Thine angels, come, 

Raise the glorious harvest home. 
Lutheran Service Book 892 

 

     ALL GLORY TO GOD ALONE      


